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Draft Proposal for Advanced Question and Answering for Intelligence Program Initiative (AQUAINT)

Introduction

The Center for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) maintains one of the most extensive data collections on the topics of non-proliferation and weapons of mass destruction. The Center is also widely known for its expertise and analytical products in these fields. CNS was approached by the AQUAINT program with requests for access to both its data sets and analytical processes.

The following is a detailed list of products and services offered by CNS, as requested by AQUAINT, as the first stage in this collaborative relationship.

A)  Data Sets

CNS agrees to provide the AQUAINT Program with the following data sets:

1) Nuclear Development Abstracts – from 1986 through mid-2001, CNS compiled a database of more than 20,000 abstracts detailing nuclear-related events in key countries throughout the world. These abstracts are text-based, tagged by date, title and source, and are fully searchable.

2) Missile Development Abstracts – from 1990 through mid-2001, CNS compiled a database containing over 12,000 abstracts concerning missile-related events in key countries of proliferation concern throughout the world.

3) Country Profiles – CNS has replaced its nuclear and missile abstract databases with in-depth country profiles of countries of proliferation concern. These profiles cover each state’s nuclear, missile, chemical and biological weapons activities and contain detailed chronologies, as well as information on facilities, personnel, weapons systems and much more. Profiles will include the equivalent of some 1,000 pages of text, diagrams and images on each country. The first profile (on North Korea) will be available shortly, and CNS will make available to AQUAINT similar profiles at regular intervals over the next two years. Our current target is to complete four country profiles per year. Once completed, Country Profiles will be continually updated.

4) Newly Independent States (NIS) Nuclear Profiles - The NIS databases are the world's most complete open-source electronic databases on the nonproliferation developments and nuclear infrastructure of the Newly Independent States (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan). In addition to summaries of multilingual open-source materials, value-added analyses of pressing topics are available. Organized by country and then by topic, the Profiles Database features information on fissile materials, export controls, nuclear facilities, Material Protection Control and Accounting programs, international nonproliferation regime participation, and nuclear-related government agencies. Profiles also provides extensive coverage of Russian nuclear weapons status, weapons and research facilities, nuclear propulsion issues, nuclear and missile export behavior, and nuclear foreign assistance programs and are updated frequently.

5) Newly Independent States (NIS) Nuclear Trafficking Database - The NIS Nuclear Trafficking Abstracts Database highlights proliferation-significant cases of diversion and features abstracts of all reported instances of trafficking in nuclear and radioactive materials involving the Newly Independent States. Begun in 1991, the Trafficking Database draws upon a wide range of sources, including over 1,000 Russian- and Ukrainian-language publications. Detailed analyses and interactive tables of trafficking are available.

6) China Profiles - China Profiles is the world's most complete open-source electronic database on Chinese arms control and nonproliferation developments. This powerful tool serves researchers, analysts, negotiators, and policymakers by providing concise and up-to-date analysis of critical issues relating to China, arms control, and nonproliferation. This unique resource is a comprehensive, self-contained library that includes hundreds of primary source documents (in both English and Chinese), extensive reference materials, bibliographic information, and comprehensive fact sheets.

7) The Chemical and Biological Weapons & WMD Terrorism News Archive is a news listserv archive that consists of links to and key excerpts from articles, testimony, newspaper and magazine articles, government reports, speeches and specialized news reporting services. Topics covered include CBW state programs, nonproliferation treaties and verification measures, destruction of CBW, incidents involving chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear weapons (CBRN) including, threats, hoaxes, international contaminations, poisonings or agent release, threat assessment, national and international policies and legislation.

The above databases are currently available to the public on the Nuclear Threat Initiative Website. However these are only available as web pages or the results of searches run through the NTI site. The entire data sets are not available online and CNS still offers subscriptions on this data (usually on CD-Rom) for customers who, for instance, want to incorporate the raw data into their own databases or utilize their own search engines.

8)  The Monterey WMD Terrorism Database
The WMD Terrorism Database is an MS Access-based database that records incidents around the world involving the acquisition and/or use by sub-state actors of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), defined as chemical, biological, or nuclear materials. Extensive Internet and hardcopy searching of a range of publications in Arabic, English, French, German, Russian, Spanish, and other languages provides the core of the Program's monitoring effort. Source materials include newspapers, academic and trade journals, government reports, news broadcasts, books, conference proceedings, unpublished works, and hundreds of Internet sites. Based on this monitoring effort, CNS has developed a unique open-source database of all known criminal and terrorist incidents worldwide involving WMD agents from 1900 to the present. As of April 2002 this database included over 675 incidents, drawn from more than 1,000 open sources. 

The WMD Terrorism Database is available to subscribers in the form of an HTML-based reference tool. CNS will provide AQUAINT with this version of the database as well as the Access version, which contains raw data and typologies allowing for statistical and other quantitative analysis in addition to the qualitative analysis provided by the text.

The WMD Terrorism Database, although based on open-source information, is considered sensitive and is not available to the public.
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