SCENARIOS  FOR  AQUAINT  JUNE  WORKSHOP  2003

SCENARIO #1:  Multiple Perspectives/Viewpoints

The Office of the Secretary of State has requested information on a variety of issues concerning the Israeli Roadmap.  The Secretary of State will be briefing allies on the current status of the Roadmap in 3 days.  You have been asked to prepare input to your office’s senior analyst who will be pre-briefing the Secretary’s staff late in the day, day after tomorrow.  In particular, your pre-briefing input should summarize the Roadmap and the opposing views and positions on it internationally.  You have general knowledge about Roadmap but your background has not been focused on the Israeli/Palestinian conflict so much as on other parts of the Middle East.  You have been asked to include in your pre-brief the evidence and arguments that are used by each side of the debate; the names of well-known advocates of each side; the likelihood that terrorist groups will undermine a peace process; and the impact of the US role in the process on the parties as well as on the region.

SCENARIO #2:  Focus on an Individual of Interest

You have experience with weapons of mass destruction, especially chemical weapons, and have significant knowledge about the Middle East and Iraq, in particular.  You have been asked to prepare an informational point paper on Ali Hassan al-Majid for your Division Chief by close-of-business today.  Your Division Chief will be meeting with the Secretary of Defense tomorrow morning to discuss possible new leads for US inspectors who are seeking to locate caches of Iraqi chemical weapons.  Your Chief would like to know if there is any additional information about Ali Hassan al-Majid that would help in these efforts.  You should identify who Ali Hassan al-Majid is, what his role in the Iraqi regime has been, who his contacts have been.  Identify, in addition, what chemical weapons have been used by Iraq in the past and which are potentially part of the Iraqi arsenal.  The extent of Ali’s expertise and likely scope of knowledge about chemical weapons would also be useful.  Any of his travels immediately prior to the War would be relevant, particularly if the topic of those travels involved meetings that might be related in any way with chemical weapons and/or related delivery systems.

SCENARIO #3:  Long-Term Study of a Topical Area

Opium production in Afghanistan has increased dramatically since the end of the War in Afghanistan.  You have been asked to prepare a long-range study of the history and impact of opium production in the region so that US policy makers can formulate a program that will creatively address this challenging issue.  You have ample intelligence experience with the topics of drugs and crime but your focus has been primarily on SE Asia.  You do not know a great deal, however, about drug production and the drug trade in Southwest Asia, although you know that opium production has been a mainstay of the Afghan economy for years.  You need to explore the history of its production; illustrate those areas of Afghanistan known for high opium production; identify the lines of communication and transport of the raw opium product; determine the positive and negative effects of the recent political and economic events on opium production; and identify what the US and other countries are currently doing to address the problem.  Suggested and attributed strategies by a wide range of sources would be appropriate to include.

