ASSIGNMENT # 2: A COUNTERTERRORISM SCENARIO

THE CASE OF WIGMORE vs AL-QAEDA
​​​​​​​​​​

SETTING THE STAGE:

A CONVERSATION DURING A MEETING TODAY


It so happens that your analyst team holds regular meetings regarding your present counter-terrorism activities. During your meeting today you were discussing events surrounding the terrorist actions that took place on September 11, 2001 and other suspected terrorist incidents that have taken place since then. Your thoughts turn to the thousands of civilians that were killed or badly injured during these incidents in addition to the loss of life and the injury to military personnel. One of you remarks that the terrorists involved in these incidents obviously had no aversion to the taking of innocent lives. Another of you mentions that acts of terror against innocents in America was certainly not unheard of prior to September 11, 2001. Particularly distressing is the fact that acts of terror are targeted against Americans by domestic terrorists. The successfully interdicted domestic terrorism plots by The New Order, Republic of Texas, and the Colorado First Light Infantry come easily to mind. You fall to discussing Timothy McVeigh’s apparent lack of any particular remorse, just prior to his execution, about what he called “collateral damage”, by which he meant his killing of the children in the day care center in the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City on April 19, 1995. One of you remarks that members of Al-Qaeda might well have said of McVeigh following his execution: “He was really one of us”.


The mention of Al-Qaeda brings your thoughts in the direction of your present task of determining just how many of their operatives [sleepers] remain in America and what new forms of terror they have in mind. We know of the financial support and the direction they have received from overseas. Could they be receiving other forms of assistance from here in America in their efforts to inflict new forms of terror upon us? One thing we can bank on is that there will be additional acts of terror here in the USA. In several open source news reports you have heard Al-Qaeda representatives urging citizens in the USA, of Islamic descent, not to work or live in tall buildings or to travel by air.


As we will explain, a careful marshaling of our thoughts is just as important as a careful marshaling of our evidence. It would be advisable, as you proceed during this assignment, to remember the thoughts expressed above during the  conversation today at your meeting. 

TASKING

· Your team of intelligence analysts has been assigned the task of generating hypotheses concerning new forms of actions that might be taken by terrorists, of any origin, that may now be operating in the USA. 

· Both the DOD and the State Department are vitally interested in your reporting immediately on any terrorist threats you believe to be both serious and imminent. They will, of course, be interested in the merit of arguments you construct that suggest any specific threats you identify. 

· IMPORTANT NOTE: For purposes of this assignment, today's date is 12 November, 2002. 

TASK REQUIREMENTS


1) Marshaling Thoughts and Evidence: This second assignment draws heavily upon your imaginative reasoning since it will require you to generate hypotheses about the meaning of the evidence provided below. In Exercise # 1 we supplied you with major hypotheses regarding the meaning of the insurgency evidence; this made your first assignment considerably easier, but far less realistic. There is another very important element of this second assignment. Not only must we learn to marshal evidence in productive ways, we must also learn to marshal the thoughts we have about the evidence and its possible meanings. We all have lots of trouble keeping many things in mind all at the same time. However, we can learn to keep many thoughts, as well as evidence, at hand in an organized manner so that we can recall them quickly when we need them. Marshaling your thoughts as well as your evidence during an intelligence analysis makes it easier for you to construct defensible and persuasive arguments about what you believe the evidence means. In addition, you will have to use your experience with ( or knowledge about) weapons and other matters to generate new items of evidence that may assist you in your analysis. 


2) Evidence Marshaling and Argument Structuring: Read the evidence items given below carefully and think about what kinds of threats this evidence might be revealing. For the possible threat(s) you believe are most likely, construct some lines of argument from the evidence to the hypothesis you believe to be most probable. Careful marshaling of your thoughts and evidence should allow you to generate specific lines of argument on the hypothesis you believe to be most likely. It will be particularly important in this assignment to construct the event chronologies or time lines we discussed in your class notes. As you will see, the events reported in the evidence we will give you are spread out over a considerable period of time. The times you should attend to are the reported times of the events’ occurrences and not the time we received reports about these events.

3) Use the argument structuring methods we have discussed, and that you used in Assignment #1, to show how your evidence allows you to infer the major terrorist threat hypothesis you have generated.  Construct an evidence chart and a key list that will help you prepare for a briefing at DOD HQ or the State Department regarding the terrorist threat you have identified. 

THE EVIDENCE AT HAND

Happily, we are now seeing a greater level of cooperation among various intelligence and other agencies. The evidence provided below comes from a variety of governmental agencies. Your team has, so far, marshaled this evidence, by date, into five folders labeled Army CID, CIA, FBI, INS, and NSA. Here are some items in each of these folders that have drawn the attention of your analysis team.

ARMY CID FOLDER:

Army CID Report 01 [15 July, 2002]: Report of theft of weapons from a military installation in Georgia on or about 12 July, 2002. Missing are about 500 rounds of M-14 ammunition and an undetermined number of obsolete Manpads. [This theft is still under investigation]. 

 Army CID Report 02 [21 February, 2002]: Report of theft of small arms ammunition, four M-16 rifles, six grenade launchers, and six Manpads. This theft occurred at a military installation in Colorado. [This theft is still under investigation]. 

CIA FOLDER:

CIA Report 01 [20 September, 2002]: The person identified as John H. in FBI  Report 02 was seen in London, UK on 12 June, 2001 in company with Lotfi Raissi, who may have helped train the four hijacker pilots involved in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist incidents. It seems that the name John H. is an alias for Omar K, a person known to be associated with Al-Qaeda. 

CIA Report 02 [15 October, 2002 from a source, said to be credible, in Jordan].  A man named Majed H., using a faked Jordanian passport and travel visa, traveled from Aman, Jordan to Chicago, Illinois on 12 July, 2002. Majed H. is now known to have resided in Afghanistan for two years [1996 - 1997] and has been identified as a member of Al-Qaeda.

CIA Report 03 [20 October, 2002 from a source in Egypt said to be very credible]. Essid D. and Djamel K, both Syrian nationals, entered the USA illegally in Los Angeles on 3 August 2002 using false Egyptian passports and travel visas. Both are said to have spent at least a year in Afghanistan. 

CIA Report 04 [22 October, 2002] Abu H., who was released from custody after the Sept.11 incidents and whose fingerprints were found in the U-Haul truck rented by Arnold C. [see FBI Report 07] holds an Egyptian passport. He is now known to have spent six months in Afghanistan in the summer of 1999. 

 CIA Report 05 [22 October, 2002 from a credible source in Paris, France]. Nizar A., an Algerian residing in Paris, entered Montreal, Canada on 16 July 2002 using a French passport. He is known to have traveled to Winnipeg, Canada. Nizar A. is now known to have spent six months in Afghanistan, and may have traveled to Iraq.

FBI FOLDER

FBI Report 01 [15 April, 2002] based on a report from a source inside God’s Aryan Militia, Atlanta, Georgia. Militia group’s purchase of surplus weapons from an overseas arms supplier on or about 10 April, 2002. Purchase believed to include automatic weapons of various sorts and an unknown number of Manpads.

FBI  Report 02 [8 July 2002]: Recorded conversation in Denver, Colorado on 1 July, 2002 between Homer W. of the Aryan Brotherhood of Colorado and a person who identified himself as John H. This conversation involved the sale of weapons of an unspecified nature. Homer W. is an Army sergeant being investigated in connection with the theft of weapons reported in Army CID Report 02. 

FBI Report 03 [16 July, 2002]: Report of sums of money totaling $150,000 deposited in Denver bank accounts thought to be associated with the Aryan Brotherhood of Colorado. 

FBI Report 04 [10 August, 2002]: Video-taped report of a meeting in Atlanta Georgia on 8 August, 2002 involving Ralph T, a member of God’s Aryan Militia and a person identified as George W. Ralph T. has been under surveillance in connection with the arms purchase noted in FBI Report 01.

FBI Report 05 [20 August, 2002]: Report of sums of money, totaling over $200,000, deposited in Atlanta bank accounts thought to be associated with members of God’s Aryan Militia in Atlanta. 

FBI Report 06 [15 September, 2002]: The person identified as George W. in FBI 03 may be Muhammed J., a Saudi national who is believed to be a member of Al-Qaeda. 

FBI Report 07 [15 October, 2002]. Based on information obtained on 12 October, 2002 concerning Ryder & U-Haul truck rentals by persons who could be identified as foreign nationals:

· On October 6, 2002 a small panel truck was rented at a U-Haul agency in Boulder, Colorado by a man who identified himself by means of a California drivers’ license. The name on the drivers’ license was Arnold C., whose residence was listed in Los Angeles, California. The rental was for a one-way trip; the truck was returned to a U-haul agency in Los Angeles on 9 October, 2002. Mr. C. paid for the truck in cash.

· On October 8, 2002 a small panel truck was rented at a Ryder agency in Macon, Georgia by a man who identified himself by a Minnesota driver’s license. The name on the license was Kamel J, whose address was listed in St. Paul, Minnesota. This truck was returned to a Ryder agency in St. Paul on 11 October, 2002. 

· On October 15, 2002 a U-Haul panel truck was rented in Nashville Tennessee by a man who identified himself Harold W. whose address, given on his Tennessee drivers’ license, is in St. Louis, Missouri. This truck was to be turned in to a U-Haul agency in St. Louis and was turned in on 17 October, 2002.

FBI Report 08 [18 October, 2002]. The driver’s licenses provided by Arnold C. and Kamel J. to the truck rental agencies in Boulder, Colorado and Macon, Georgia are not authentic. The addresses shown on these licenses do not exist. 

FBI Report 09 [19 October, 2002]. Examination of the U-Haul truck, rented by Mohammed H, and returned to St. Louis, Missouri was found to have traces of semtex explosives in the cab of the truck. 

FBI Report 10 [19 October, 2002]. A truck was hijacked outside of Fargo, North Dakota. The truck was carrying several tons of industrial explosives. The truck’s location is presently unknown.

FBI Report 11[20 0ctober, 2002]. Fingerprints observed in the cab of the U-haul truck rented by Arnold C. on October 6, 2002 match those of Abu H. who was taken into custody shortly after Sept. 11, 2002 and then released. The U-haul truck returned to Los Angeles was not subsequently rented after it was returned by Arnold C. 

FBI Report 12[26 October, 2002]. A computer in a public library in Atlanta, Georgia recorded several connections on 23 and 24 October, 2002 to the web site in NSA Report 01. Connections to this same web site were found in the library at Colorado State University on 23 and 24 October, 2002. 

FBI Report 13 [ 27 October, 2002]. The person identified as Muhammed J. in FBI Report 06 and the person identified as Kamel J. in FBI Report 07 were photographed together in a bank in Atlanta, Georgia on October 6, 2002. 

FBI Report 14 [27 October, 2002]. On 14 July, 2002, a man identified as Majed H. rented a car at a Hertz car rental agency in Chicago, Illinois and dropped off the rented car in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 17 July, 2002. 

INS FOLDER

INS Report 01 [25 October, 2002]. A man named Nizar A., holding a valid French passport, was allowed entry into the USA on 25 July, 2002 at International Falls, Minnesota. 

NSA FOLDER

NSA Report 01 [25 October, 2002]. On 24 October, 2002, embedded in a figure on a web site, allegedly associated with an Islamic charitable organization, was a coded number believed to be: 021127. It is likely that this number is the date: 27 November, 2002. 

[End of Assignment # 2] 

