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AQUAINT R&D PROGRAM

PHASE I KICK-OFF WORKSHOP

Xerox Training and Conference Center

Leesburg, VA

3-5 December 2001

FINAL AGENDA

MONDAY 3 December 2001

6:30
-
8:00 am
BREAKFAST

7:00 am

Registration Desk Opens

8:00
-
8:30 am
Welcome & Administrative Remarks
John Prange, ARDA





AQUAINT Program Manager

8:30
-
9:30 am
AQUAINT Program Overview/Keynote
John Prange, ARDA

9:30
-
10:00 am
MORNING BREAK




PROJECT OVERVIEW SESSION #1
John Donelan, CIA





AQUAINT Program Government Panel Member

10:00
-
10:30 am
QUIRK: Question Answering (QU) = Information
Cycorp /




Retrieval (IR) + Knowledge (K)
IBM T.J. Watson Research Center

10:30
-
11:00 am
“HITIQA: High-Quality Interactive
SUNY/University of Albany / 




Question Answering”
Rutgers University
11:00
-
11:30 am
“Just-In-Time Interactive Question Answering”
Language Computer 





Corporation (LCC)
11:30
-
12:00 Noon
“Advanced Techniques for Answer 
Language Computer




Extraction and Formulation”
Corporation (LCC)
12:00
-
1:00 pm
LUNCH

MONDAY 3 December 2001 (Continued)




PROJECT OVERVIEW SESSION #2
Kelcy Allwein, DIA





AQUAINT Program Government Panel Member

1:00
-
1:30 pm
“JAVELIN: Justification-based Answer Valuation 
Carnegie Mellon University




through Language Interpretation” 

1:30
-
2:00 pm
“Integrating Robust Semantics, Event Detection, 
Columbia University /




Information Fusion, and Summarization for 
University of Colorado-Boulder




Multimedia, Multilingual Question Answering”
2:00
-
2:30 pm
“TextMap: An Intelligent Question-Answering 
Univ. of Southern California/




Assistant”
Information Science Institute (USC/ISI)
2:30
-
3:00 pm
AQUAINT Evaluation Overview
John Prange, ARDA





Ellen Voorhees, NIST





Donna Harman, NIST

3:00
-
3:30 pm
AFTERNOON BREAK




PROJECT OVERVIEW SESSION #3
Steve Maiorano, CIA





AQUAINT Program Government Panel Member

3:30
-
4:00 pm
“QuASI: Question Answering using
University of California, Berkeley /




Statistics, Semantics, and Inference”
ICSI / Stanford University
4:00
-
4:30 pm
“Computational Implicatures for Advanced QA”
University of Texas
4:30
-
5:00 am
“AQUAINT Question Answering (AQUA) System”
SAIC / 





Stanford University (Knowledge Systems Laboratory)
5:00
-
5:30 pm
“From Question-Answering to
SRI International




Information-Seeking Dialogs”
5:30
- 
7:00 pm
WORKSHOP RECEPTION

5:30
- 
8:00 pm
DINNER

AQUAINT R&D PROGRAM

PHASE I KICK-OFF WORKSHOP

TUESDAY 4 December 2001

6:30
-
8:00 am
BREAKFAST

7:00 am

Registration Desk Opens

8:00
-
8:10 am
Administrative Remarks
John Prange

8:10
-
8:40 am
AQUAINT Testbed/System Integration Activities
John Prange, ARDA





Marc Light, Mitre

8:40
-
8:50 am
Breakout Session Overviews
John Prange




AQUAINT Evaluation (Both Breakouts)




AQUAINT Testbed/System Integration Issues (Both Breakouts)




AQUAINT Data Requirements




Others - TBD

9:00
-
10:15 am
Breakout Session #1 (AQUAINT Evaluation)
Ellen Voorhees, NIST




Breakout Session #2 (Testbed/System Integration Issues)
Marc Light, Mitre




Breakout Session #3 (Data Requirements)
Richard Tong, Tarragon




Breakout Session #4 NRRC Program Committee Mtg
Lynette Hirschman, Mitre

10:15
-
10:45 am
MORNING BREAK

10:45
-
12:00 Noon
Breakout Session #5 (AQUAINT Evaluation)
Ellen Voorhees, NIST




Breakout Session #6 (Testbed/System Integration Issues)
Marc Light, Mitre




Breakout Session #7 (Data/Component Sharability)
John Donelan, CIA




Breakout Session #8 (If Required) (Topic TBD)
Chair TBD

12:00
-
1:00 pm
LUNCH

1:00
-
2:00 pm
Brief Back from Breakout Sessions




(10-15 minutes each)

TUESDAY 4 December 2001 (Continued)




PROJECT OVERVIEW SESSION #4
Carol Van Ess-Dykema, NSA





AQUAINT Program Government Panel Member

2:00
-
2:30 pm
“Practical Intelligent Question ANswering 
IBM T.J. Watson Research Center /




Technology (PIQUANT) 
Cycorp
2:30
-
3:00 pm
“Answering Questions through Understanding 
BBN Technologies




and Analysis (AQUA)”
3:00
-
3:30 pm
AFTERNOON BREAK




PROJECT OVERVIEW SESSION # 5
J. K. Davis, NSA





AQUAINT Program Government Panel Member

3:30
-
4:00 pm
“Relevance Models and Answer Granularity 
University of Massachusetts




for Question Answering”
4:00
-
4:30 pm
“WordNet Enhancements: Toward Version 2.0”
Princeton University
4:30
-
5:00 pm
“Question Answering from Spontaneous Speech 
BBN Technologies




Data (Answer Spotting Component)”
5:00
-
8:00 pm
Dinner

AQUAINT R&D PROGRAM

PHASE I KICK-OFF WORKSHOP

WEDNESDAY 5 December 2001

6:30
-
8:00 am
BREAKFAST

7:00 am

Registration Desk Opens

8:00
-
8:10 am
Administrative Remarks
John Prange, ARDA

8:10 
-
8:30 am
Demonstration Boaster Session

8:30
-
10:00 am
Demonstrations

10:00
-
10:30 am
MORNING BREAK

10:30
-
12:00 Noon
Northeast Regional Research Center (NRRC) 




Summer Workshops
Penny Lehtola, ARDA

· Temporal Issues
James Pustejovsky, Brandeis University

· Multiple Perspectives
Jan Wiebe, University of Pittsburgh

· Re-Use of Accumulated Knowledge
Marc Light, Mitre



and Abe Ittycheriah, IBM

· Habitability
Joe Marks, Mitsubishi Electric Research Lab



and Christy Doran, Mitre

12:00
-
12:30 pm
Workshop Wrap-up
John Prange, ARDA

12:30
-
1:30 pm
LUNCH

1:00
-
1:30 pm
NRRC Program Committee Meeting
Lynette Hirschman, Mitre





and Penny Lehtola, ARDA

AFTERNOON SESSION

FOR AQUAINT GOVERNMENT PANEL & AQUAINT CONTRACTORS ONLY

1:30
-
2:00 pm
ARDA Program Management 
John Prange, ARDA

2:00
-
3:00 pm
Project Requirements - Breakout Sessions By ARDA Agents




Breakout #1  DIA Managed Projects
Kelcy Allwein, DIA




Breakout #2: CIA Managed Projects
John Donelan, Steve Maiorano, CIA




Breakout #3  NSA Managed Projects
Carol Van Ess-Dykema, NSA

3:00
-
3:30 pm
Program Management Issues/Future Workshop Planning/
John Prange, ARDA




Review of Workshop Action Items/Final Workshop Wrap-up

3:30 pm

WORKSHOP ENDS

